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Schoola[]Js RealeBook Project Recognized for Use of
Technology to Promote Family Literacy
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WASHINGTONA 4[] BureauA of Indian Education Director Thomas M. DowdA today announcedA
thatA theA Enemy Swim Day School, aA BIEA fundedA KA8A school in Waubay, S.D., is oneA of four
non- profit organizations namedA by theA Verizon FoundationA last month as theA first winners of its
Verizon Tech Savvy Award. Enemy Swim, operatedA by theA SissetonA Wahpeton Sioux TribeA of
theA LakeA TraverseA Reservation in South Dakota,A was amongA aA national fieldA of 85A nominees.

a[0I want toA congratulateA Enemy Swim Day School andA its FACEA Program for

beingA amongA theA winners of theA first Verizon Tech Savvy Award,a[JJA DowdA said.

a[[0TheA Enemy Swim FACEA Programa[JJs RealeBook Project is bringingA newA hopeA toA parents
thatA their children will haveA theA readingA skills necessary to sustain them for theA future.a[JJA

TheA school receivedA theA awardA for its RealeBook Project, an initiativeA of theA Enemy SwimA
Family andA ChildA Education (FACE) Program, which was recognizedA by theA foundation as anA
exemplary program for increasingA technology skillsA amongA tribal parents by teachingA them toA
writeA andA publish childrena[]Js books usingA computers, software, digital cameras

andA printersA whileA learningA organizing, writing, editingA andA publishingA skills. Parents then
readA theA books they produce, which areA written both in English andA Dakotah, theA tribea[]]s
nativeA language, toA their children. TheA project, which produces four original books perA month,
supports theA schoola[]s focus on teachingA theA Dakotah language whileA promotingA literacy,
employment training, andA cultural prideA through theA FACE program.

In addition to beingA namedA aA 2006A awardA winner, theA Enemy Swim Day School FACE
ProgramA receivedA $25,000A toA continueA andA expandA their RealeBookA Project.

FACE andA its companion program Baby FACE areA projects of theA National Council for Family
Literacy (NCFL), aA national nonAprofit organization establishedA in 1989A toA meet

theA educationalA needs of parents andA their children through family literacy programs. Both

areA administeredA byA BIE toA provideA early childhood education andA preA-literacy experiences for
infants andA families in theA homeA as well as early childhoodA andA adult education programs in
school. An important facetA of theseA programs is support of parental involvement in aA childa[]Js
readingA experience. Since its start in 1991, theA FACE program has servedA overA 15,000A infants,
children andA adults. InA addition, it has enabledA overA 500A adults toA earn high school or general
equivalency diplomas (GEDs) andA approximately 2,000A adults toA findA employment.

RealeBooks (pronouncedA REALLYAbooks) is aA webA-basedA application that can beA usedA by
children andA adults toA createA their own a[J[Jbooksa[J]A with text andA photos which then can
beA posted toA theA RealeBooks website.A Books createdA by otherA BIE AfundedA schools can


https://www.bia.gov/node/8130/printable/pdf

beA foundA on the websitea[][Js BureauA of Indian Education Reale Library page
atA http://bie.realelibrary.com/. InA school year 2006A2007, theA BIE awardedA RealeBook Projects
toA nineA FACE programs. TheyA haveA sinceA producedA 1,840A books reachingA 460A families.

TheA Verizon Foundation is theA philanthropicA arm of Verizon Communications. AccordingA to its
website, theA foundation funds programs that address social issues such as literacy, technologyA
education andA domesticA violence, andA builds partnerships toA replicateA its mostA successfulA
programs in communities across theA country. TheA Verizon Tech Savvy AwardA is part of theA
foundationa[J[Js Verizon Literacy Network, a free, onlineA resource that leverages technology toA
deliverA trainingA andA information to improveA literacy.

TheA BIE school system serves almost 50,000A American Indian children in 184A elementary andA
secondary day andA boardingA schools locatedA on or near 63A reservations in 23A states. In schoolA
year 2006-A2007, theA BIE directly operatedA oneA-thirdA of theseA schools

andA theA remainingA twoAA thirds wereA tribally operated underA BIE contracts or grants. For
moreA information aboutA NCFL, its projects andA partners,A visitA www.famlit.org. To learnA
moreA about theA Verizon Literacy Network andA theA 2006A Verizon Tech Savvy Awards, visitA
http://literacynetwork.verizon.org/.
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